Lower Salamonie River Watershed
319 Grant Project Overview

The Huntington County Soil and Water Conservation District was awarded a $227,000 Clean
Water Act Section 319(h) grant from the Indiana Department of Environmental Management
(IDEM) for conservation efforts in the Lower Salamonie River Watershed. The grant project is
focused on three main components:

(1) Cost-share program

(2) Water-quality monitoring program

(3) Education and outreach program

Cost-share program

The cost-share program is designed to provide landowners in Tier 1 priority sub-watersheds
(Figure 1) with technical and financial assistance in the implementation of best management
practices (BMP’s) proven to improve soil health and water quality. The grant includes $154,000
of cost-share for landowners in Tier 1 sub-watersheds.
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Figure 1. Lower Salamonie River Watershed. Land within Tier 1 sub-watersheds is eligible for
cost-share on approved best management practices (BMP’s) to improve soil health and water

quality.




Water guality monitoring program

The water quality monitoring program provides continual assessment and review of water quality
throughout the Lower Salamonie River Watershed. Water sampling takes place six times a year
from March to November at thirteen sites and includes parameters such as nitrate-nitrite, total
phosphorous, turbidity, dissolved oxygen (DO), E. coli, and pH. Habitat and macroinvertebrate
assessments are also conducted once a year between July and October.

Education and outreach program

The education and outreach program is designed to inform and educate local stakeholders about
water quality concerns, such as nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. Another goal of the education
and outreach program is to foster stewardship from members of the surrounding communities.
The program includes workshops, field days, informational public meetings, as well as other
community events such as river cleanups




